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out in the French people. No wonder; he was from-Lorraine, and after the war he confessed: "During my school years" (immediately after the war of 1870) "my spirit, oppressed by the defeat, unceasingly crossed the frontier which the Treaty of Frankfurt had imposed on us, and when I climbed down from my castles in the air, I saw no reason for existence for my generation but the hope of recovering the lost provinces."
This event had coloured all his youth; he could never forget it, and hence it was that after the war one of his friends could praise him '''for the admirable continuity of his actions"
The continuity was not uninterrupted, for the revengeful boy grew into a statesman who had learnt, how to wait. In the Bosnian crisis he had categorically declared ;   to his allies that France would never let herself be dragged into a war for Russian interests in the  Balkans.  In August 1912 he had actually warned Sazonov: "Do not count on our military assistance in the Balkans, even if you are attacked by Austria"  Soon  afterwards, however, in November 1^12,, he turned the decisive corner; and to ttegreat joy of Isvolski (whom, incidentally, he cordially disliked) he adopted an "entirely new point of view. ' "Territorial gains by Austria would jeopardise the general equilibrium, and would so jeopardise France's own interests"; in this way France might be "drawn into military operations"  (The cowardly paraphrase  adopted  by  all the diplomats of Europe to avoid the ominous word "war," just as one speaks of "a growth," and not of "cancer.") ,    In January 1914 Poincar£ had even assured the Russians .   through Delcassd  "in the name  of the  French  Foreign .   Minister, that France will go as far as Russia may wish" This all-important blank cheque which Paris now gave ;j   to Petersburg, after refusing it two years previously, was limited indeed to a special case (Liman von Sanders in Constantinople); but for all that it had a psychological effect similar to that of the corresponding concession given by the Kaiser to Vienna, again after refusing it
80wards!"
